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Passion & Dedication
I would like to welcome you to our first
issue of Vibe, our new magazine
providing insights, news and relevant
information about our companies,
brands and industry. We have been in
business for 65 years and continue to
follow the principles, started by my
father, of providing our customers with
high quality ingredients and exceptional
service.
Today, Vivion specializes in providing
quality ingredients for the Nutritional,
Pharmaceutical,

Food & Beverage, Cosmetics, Personal
Care, Agricultural and Industrial
markets and have products for nearly
every application.
With distribution centers located
throughout the west coast, Vivion is
able to deliver products where you need
them, when you need them. Our core
values are the principles that guide
each and every decision we make.
We’re committed to providing stellar
service through every interaction with
our customers, our business partners
and one another.

Our leadership is always coming up with
new ideas and concepts that will
improve the industry, create awareness
and always look to the future.

MICHAEL POLESELLI
PRESIDENT

VIVION TIP #1

Give Back!
Vivion tries to be very proactive when
in our community. Our team members
volunteer in their own communities
and we ask them to provide a charity
of their choice every year so that
Vivion can donate to that charity.
Each year Vivion donates to local food
banks and we take one day per year to
serve in those local food banks.

NEWS

THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE VIVION
INGREDIENT PORTFOLIO

Magnesium
Stearate
One of the most widely used ingredients across all industries is

Our NutraBerry line consists of berry seed
powders and oils. These upcycled berry seed
powders are full of polyphenols and have been
shown to have benefits to your microbiome
health. It aids in digestion and increasing good
bacteria in your gut. The recommended dose of
the berry seed powders is 667 mg, which is
equal to 300 grams of fresh berries!
There are many uses for the NutraBerry
powders and oils. We offer a wide variety of
mesh sizes and the oils can be used in personal
care application for face masks, serums,
creams, and scrubs.
When added to nutritional products, whether it
be powder blends, capsules, or beverages, the
NutraBerry powders will boost the nutritional
polyphenol content, providing digestive
benefits and add pleasant color/profile to the
product. It also pairs wonderfully with
probiotics, and prebiotics.
Ready to heat things up? When you heat up
the berry seed powders, get ready for a blast
of berry flavor! Making it a perfect addition to a
baked goods, bars, cake/pancake mixes, and
even confectionary products. Not only will you
reap the health benefits, but it will be the
perfect, natural, berry flavor!

Magnesium stearate. It is a very common and safe lubricant that is used
in cosmetics, food, nutraceuticals, and pharmaceuticals. It is a wonderful
item to use. It is relatively inexpensive, provides high lubrication, has a
high melting point, and is chemically stable.
In personal care this commonly used lubricant can be found in eyeliner,
eyeshadow, mascara, lipsticks, blush, foundation, and hair care products.
It is used as a lubricating agent, helps keep emulsions from separating,
and helps increase the thickness of the oil in the final product.
Magnesium stearate is one of the most used lubricating agents in
nutraceutical and pharmaceutical products. It helps prevent
pharmaceutical ingredients from sticking to industry equipment. It is
commonly used as a flow agent.
In food manufacturing, magnesium stearate is used as an emulsifier,
binder, thickener, anticaking agent, lubricant, and antifoaming agent.
This extremely versatile ingredient can be found in confectionary items,
chewing gum, spice blends, and baking ingredients.
Vivion has a favorable position in this core item, reach out and ask your
local rep for more information!

Contact Us

For All Customer Service & Sales Inquiries
We have a large team of Specialized Account Managers located
across the West Coast, who are happy to assist you with all of your
ingredient needs. Contact us today to be put in touch with your
local representative.
+1 (800) 479-0997
Email: scsales@vivioninc.com
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SOURCING

REFINED GLYCERIN USP – A STATE OF AFFAIRS

Refined Glycerin USP has become a true indicator of the
turbulent times we are now experiencing in both the raw
materials and global logistics world. Glycerin has been a
volatile material over the last 3-4 years. In pre-Covid times,
pricing was in a constant state of fluctuation. The pricing
variability was usually slight and moved at a slower pace.
The glycerin market traditionally follows the bio-diesel
market, whether or not the Glycerin is biodiesel based or
vegetable-based (usually palm.)
That was then and this is now. Pricing now seems to be on
a constant rise. In addition, raw material costs change
weekly, sometimes daily. Following are several reasons.
For starters, global demand has never been greater,
especially since the onslaught of Covid. Because of Covid,
the main exporting countries of palm-based Glycerin,
Malaysia and Indonesia, were especially affected by
lockdowns, disease and labor shortages. If factories ran at
all, they ran at less than capacity. Although the factories
are running at higher capacity now, they are still at lower
levels than pre-Covid, mainly due to labor shortages.
It is well-known ocean freight has played a big factor in the
higher cost of imported goods. Two years ago, it cost an
average $4000 to move 20mts from Asia to US West
Coast. Currently, the range is from $16,000 (on a good
day) to $25,000. To put this into real dollars and cents,
this means ocean freight went from $0.20/kg to $1.25/kg.
Lastly, the amount of palm-based Glycerin available in the
US has dropped significantly due to the US Customs and
Border Patrol embargo on any palm products grown on two
of the largest palm plantations in Malaysia and their
violation of child labor laws (for more information, see the
article below on page 7). This has forced importers of
glycerin to re-export banned glycerin, source more glycerin
from Indonesia (which is a limited supply), source other
vegetable-based glycerin (again, very limited supplies) or
convert customers over to bio-diesel glycerin.

2022 will prove to be another challenging year for raw
materials.
The Vivion Buying Team will continue to source the best
materials, from multiple suppliers, at the best deals, in
order to serve our valued customers.
Do not hesitate to reach out to our ingredient team for
information, documentation or pricing for any ingredient
within our product portfolio.
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MARKET WATCH

OSHA Fines Several Companies Under General Duty
Clause for Insufficient COVID-19 Protections

Although the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has withdrawn its vaccine and testing emergency
temporary standard after the U.S. Supreme Court struck down their authority to issue it, the agency has shown a
continued willingness to cite companies under the general duty clause if they believe the company is not adequately
protecting their employees from COVID-19. OSHA requires companies to have a written COVID-19 plan in place that is
regularly reviewed and expects companies to ensure employee compliance with measures such as physical distancing,
employee screening for symptoms/exposure, and the facilitation of contract tracing among employees. Under the
general duty clause, companies can be assessed a $14,502 fine for a serious violation and a $145,027 fine for a willful
or repeat violation for failing to provide adequate COVID-19 protections. To make things worse, California, and other
states, have their own mandates that have to be followed as well. This leads to lots of confusion in the workplace on
what it takes to be compliant or not. We suggest to be aware of all the rules and regulations in your state.

Supply Chain Logistics
Update

Since COVID became a pandemic back in March
2020, the global supply chain has experienced
traumatic consequences. There are currently a
few factors that are aiding the hinderance of
cargo and vessel movement. One would be the
COVID restrictions in place by national and local
governments. This is especially the case in China
where “zero-tolerance” policies have been put in
place. This has severely reduced the
transportation and longshoreman workforce,
increasing vessel turnaround time. With vessels
sitting at ports longer, the global capacity is
reduced. Economic principles conclude that with
a growing supply of products to be shipped and
decreasing capacity of vessel voyages, the cost
will continue to increase. With the large profits
steamship lines are making currently, we expect
the cost for shipping containers will remain high
through 2022.
The domestic supply chain has its own set of
challenges as well. Several ports have dozens of
vessels anchored in harbors or at sea waiting to
be unloaded (currently Los Angeles has anywhere
from 40-80 vessels waiting for unloading). The
longshoreman have been stretched thin as hours
of operation have been expanded

(some terminals open 24-hours per day), longshoreman contracting
COVID and additional COVID protocols have been put in place at the
terminals. The trucking industry has estimated a shortage of up to
80,000 drivers. COVID and related circumstances have caused our
factories and farmers to slow down production. Each entity is
intertwined leading to declining supply chain efficiency.
Chinese (Lunar) New Year is now hear and this is a time that the
domestic supply chain gets a breather to catch up from the
Christmas holiday. However, with all the backlog on the docks and
on the vessels waiting in line, more work will have to be done by all
parties. It can be done, but it will take more time than normal.
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MARKET WATCH

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY U.S. Customs and Border Protection [CBP Dec.
22–02] Notice of Finding That Certain Palm Oil and Derivative Products Made Wholly or
In Part With Palm Oil Produced by the Malaysian Company Sime Darby Plantation Berhad
Its Subsidiaries, and Joint Ventures, With the Use of Convict, Forced or Indentured Labor
Are Being, or Are Likely To Be, Imported Into the United States in Violation of 19 U.S.C.
1307 AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of Homeland Security.
ACTION: General notice of forced labor finding. SUMMARY: This document notifies the
public that U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), with the approval of the Secretary
of Homeland Security, has determined that certain palm oil and derivative products
made wholly or in part with palm oil produced by Sime Darby Plantation Berhad, its
subsidiaries, and joint ventures with the use of convict, forced or indentured labor, are
being, or are likely to be, imported into the United States. DATES: This Finding applies to
any merchandise described in Section II of this Notice that is imported on or after
January 28, 2022. It also applies to merchandise which has already been imported and
has not been released from CBP custody before January 28, 2022.
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PRODUCT FEATURE

Mushroom Powders & Immunomodulation

At Vivion Specialties, we understand the quality and purity of each ingredient you choose
is critical. Our mushroom powders and blends are produced with the quality assurance
that you should demand when developing your customized product lines.
One of the fastest-rising supplement categories today is mushrooms. Traditional Chinese
practice has used mushrooms for thousands of years to treat various ailments, detoxify
the body, and provide overall well-being and longevity. Modern science has recently
more information, please contact
unraveled the mystery behind how these fungi work to help support immune function & For
info@vivionspecialties.com
health, memory, focus, energy, and even reduce anxiety and inflammation.

Cognitive Health

Mushrooms are Functional Foods. As a
conventional, superfood product, mushrooms
contain many beneficial compounds, including
antioxidants, anti-inflammatories, and prebiotic
fibers. These compounds may help to improve
memory function by reducing inflammatory
processes and oxidative stress within the brain.

Cardiovascular Health

Reishi mushrooms have more than 400 different nutrients. This
includes beta-glucans and triterpenoids, compounds that can lower
blood sugar and blood pressure levels, reducing your diabetes and
heart disease risk.

Inflammation &
Joint Health

Chaga mushrooms are an antioxidant
powerhouse, making them excellent contenders
for fighting free radical cells and inflammation.
One of the most important properties of Reishi
mushroom extracts is their anti-inflammatory
capacity.
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NACD VERIFICATION

Verified

San Carlos, California – Vivion, Inc. announced that it has
successfully passed its NACD Responsible Distribution®
verification for its 7th three-year cycle, reaffirming the
company’s commitment to the health, safety, and security of
its employees, community, and the environment. Responsible
Distribution is the National Association of Chemical
Distributor’s (NACD) third party-verified environmental, health,
safety, and security program that allows members to
demonstrate their pledge to continuous performance
improvement in every phase of chemical storage, handling,
transportation, and disposal.
“As a reliable, ethical & responsible company, we believe
strongly in doing our part and are proud to once again receive a
3-year NACD verification, reaffirming our commitment to the
health, safety, and security of our employees, community, and
the environment,” - said Michael Poleselli, President of
Vivion, Inc.

For more information about the Vivion Family of
Companies & Brands, please visit our site:
www.vivioninc.com
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conversation
with Eddie
Eddie Martinez
Forklift Operator

Born in Lake View Terrace, raised in Maywood with two brothers and a sister, Eddie
now lives in West Covina with his wife and four children. He stays close to his
parents and two of his siblings, who live in Sylmar, seeing them at least a couple
times a month. It’s bit more of a challenge to see his other brother who lives in Las
Vegas. Living in the Martinez household
(when Eddie was young) was Cookie, a mixed
breed dog. Nowadays Eddie still has a dog,
but a Maltese rather than a mutt, and about
a dozen fish, according to him.
School apparently traumatized Eddie because his first memory of school is of trying
to run out of it, crying and screaming. NOT a good start! Once Eddie recovered from
the trauma of being in school, he thoroughly enjoyed his science and math classes.
Appropriate, wouldn’t you say, given that he works where science and math are the
lifeblood of the company? Vivion.
Eddie wanted to be a fire fighter when he grew up (obviously that didn’t happen) but
all his spare time was devoted to bike riding and working on bikes, nothing
whatsoever to do with fire fighting. His youthful passion continues to this day (in a
slightly different form) because when he has spare time you can find Eddie with his
head under the hood of a car or at a car show! Or you might find him at a Dodgers
game or amusment park with the family.
As I’m sure Eddie would tell you, growing up with siblings is wonderful. Most of the
time peace reigns, but take cover when those sibling rivelries rear their heads!
Eddie recounts that he was in really BIG TROUBLE when he and his older brother
would fight.
Like Jared, Eddie delivered pizza as a teen. His exact words about the job were: “It
was cool for a kid.” Maybe pizza was a favorite food at the time, but as an adult give
him a steak and mashed potatos or Mac & Cheese from Flemings Prime Steakhouse
and Eddie is a happy man.
Eddie would be happy, as well, if he could get the homeless off the streets and give
them a place to shower, eat and sleep. He feels strongly enough about that goal
that given a HUGE lottery win Eddie would immediately begin working towards his
goal.
Eddie’s favorite color is blue, time of year is summer, holiday is Christmas, and a
clean house. He tells me he loves chores because it gets him that clean house!
Finally, his favorite part of work is:
Eddie thank you for sharing your history with us. Also, and it can’t be said too often,
thank you, for the professional job you do at Vivion day in and day out. We’re so
happy you are on the Vivion Team.
P.S. I’m pretty sure you’d get lots of takers if you
offer to clean our houses. If you feel that you have
energy to spare, you might consider it as
a second job!
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Headquarters:
929 Bransten Road
San Carlos, CA 94070
Toll Free: (800) 479-0997
Phone: (650) 595-3600
Fax: (650) 595-2094
Branch Offices:
Vernon California
3000 E. 46th Street
Vernon, CA 90058
Ph: (323) 583-6041
Fax: (323) 587-7479
We also have distribution centers in Utah,
Oregon and Colorado with more locations
opening in the near future.

We have a large team of Specialized
Account Managers located across the
West Coast, who are happy to assist you
with all of your ingredient needs.
Contact us today to be put in touch with
your local representative.
+1 (800) 479-0997
Customer Service & Sales Inquiries
Ron Espalin – Sales Manager,All Industries
(650) 595-3600
respalin@vivioninc.com
Vivion Specialties, Inc.
+1.800.479.1997
info@vivionspecialties.com
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